Dear Friends: 


This year March 25, 1947 marked the Six Hundredth anniversary 
of the birth of Catherine Benincasa known through the centuries as 
Saint Catherine of Siena. 


So, too, April 1947 marks the end of the first seven years of the 
existence of the Community of the Way of the Cross. The Community, 
having begun reidence at 1005 Abbott Road—the home of Mr. James 
Morgan—in April 1940, will move on or about Apri! 30th to its new 
Mother House. God has been good to us during these seven years. We 
feel that it has been a period of training and testing. 

Early in the Fall, there will be an official dedication of St. David's 
House, the new home of the Community of the Way of the Cross at 
which time we hope our friends will visit us. 


Faithfully in our Lord, 


SIS VERS, 
THE COMMUNITY OF Tne WAY OF lle @r@ss 


WARDEN AND CHAPLAIN 


THE REVEREND WHITNEY HALE, D.D. 
Rector, Church of Advent, Boston, Massachusetts 


THE REVEREND FRANK S. PATTERSON 
Rector, Calvary Church, Williamsville, N. Y. 


COUNSEL AND ADVICE 
In all matters of business, the Community has sought counsel and 
advice of outstanding authorities in their respective fields. 


LAY ASSOCIATES 
Since issuing the previous bulletin, the Community has admitted 
two Lay Associates: Miss Constance Rathbun of Wellesley, Massachu- 
setts; and Mrs. Edna McNeil Dietz, San Antonio, Texas. 


BENEFACTORS 
The Community wishes to express its appreciation to all who have 
contributed to its growth and development through prayer and gifts. 
Daily our benefactors are remembered in prayer in St. Catherine's 


Chapel. 


WANTED 

Young women, ages 1845, healthy in mind and body, called to live 
under the vows of Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience—in willing, practical, 
and thoroughgoing devotion to God while at the same time engaged in 
regular work in the world 

References required—Rector, Physician, and Employer. 
Apply: Sister Superior, Community of the Way of the Cross, 
St David’ House, Blasdell Branch, Buffalo 19, N Y 


wie 1 


FESTIVAL OF 


Saint Catharine of Sinn 


1347 - 1380 


SIX HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY 
PATRON SAINT 


The Community of the Way of the Cross 


\ 
“She found the desert within her own house 
and solitude in the midst of people.” 


ST. DAVID’S HOUSE 
Blasdell Branch 
Buffalo 19, N. Y. 


1005 Abbott Road, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Residence of James Morgan and First Home of C.W.C. 
April 1940-1947 


Hn Appreciation 


The Community of the Way of the Cross honors its first 
and chief benefactor 


JAMES MORGAN 


Lay Reader in The Episcopal Church 

who, in the earliest days, acquired the name of Brother James 
which title has been tested and proven during the seven years 
of hospitality extended to the Sisterhood in his home. 
Brother James has not only housed but has protected and 
ministered to the Sisters in many ways. For these years of 
paternal care and personal solicitation, the Community wishes 
to express its unending appreciation and gratitude. 

We are happy that Brother James is moving with the 
Community into its new Mother House; that we may return 
in part at least his hospitality and consideration. We count on 
his continued faith, hope, and charity. 


OFFICIAL VISIT OF WARDEN 
The Warden, the Reverend Whitney Hale, Rector of the Church of the Advent, 
Boston, Massachusetts visited the Sisterhood April 18th to 20th accompanied by 


Mrs. Hale. 


A picture of the New Mother House is enclosed. 


For the benefit of friends who have made contributions, a financial 
statement relative to the purchase of the Mother House is as follows 


Oiigimaleeniecmen BrOOery hae vere $26,000.00 

Cont eiecmo sow mers ee ee 200 
BSUS TREES esas acetate and On $22,100.00 
Later deduction for retaining bart... cece 2,300.00 
$19,800.00 

Therefore actual cost is $19,800.00 


Paid May Ist—due on occupancy.......... 5,000.00 7,000.00 


EWA: cee ce to ee ee I ee a ee $12,800.00 


This balance of $12,800.00 will be carried on a long term maturity 
payment plan by the Community. 
* * * * * 


The total amount received to date from friends toward the purchase 


Poe AVIS TOL] Oi A ae ree eae eee ee $1,032.10 
Received: 
From within the Diocese. ccccssssssccssseccesneeeseenee $729.00 
From outside the Diocese .n.cccecsccsccwccsseseccectecaneee $303.10 


fin Appreciation 


As always God in His Goodness and mercy raises up 
benefactors for those who seek to give themselves in abandon 
to His love and will. 

In addition to contribution to the Community fifteen per- 


cent of the original sale price of their home, Mr and Mrs. 
Spencer Trask have been led to contribute further to the assets 
of the Community by considerable redecorating of the house 
before delivering it to the Sisterhood on May Ist, 1947 What 
a memorial to their heritage and a contribution to their own 


~ 


future happiness! 


QUIET WEEKENDS AND PRETREATS 


Beginning in September, the Sisterhood will offer its facilities for Quiet Week- 
ends for women and girls who seek rest and re-creation—with the exception of ‘the 
first weekend each month which is reserved for the Sisters. 

Conducted retreats will be provided on request. Persons desiring to visit the 
Community will communicate with the Sister Superior in advance. 


MOTHER HOUSE OB THE COMMUNITY OF THE WAY OF THE GROSS 
ESIABLISM ED MAT \sineul?a7 


THE DIVINE VOICE SPEAKS TO CATHERINE 


"Sweetest daughter," said the Divine Voice in her 
heart, "the time to come of thy earthly pilgrimage 
will be full of such wondrous new gifts from Me 
that 1t will cause stupor and incredulity in the 
hearts of the ignorant and carnal; and many, too, 
that love thee will doubt, and will think that what 
will befall thee through My exceeding love is de~ 
lusion, For I will pour such abundance of grace 
inte thy soul that it will overflow wondrously 
even in thy body, which will thereby acquire an all 
unwonted mode of life. Thy heart will be so 
mniehtily inflamed towards the salvetion of thy 
neighbours that, forsetting thine ovm sex, thou 
wilt utterly change thy former way of conversa- 
tion, nor vilt thou amy more shun the commany of 
men and women; nay, for the salvation of weir 
souls, thou wilt exnose thyself to every lebour 
according to thy vnover, At these things many till 
be scandalized, and by them shalt thou be snoken 
acainst that the thoughts of many hearts may be 
revealed. But be not thou disturbed, nor fear 
at alls; for I shall be ever with thee, and shall 
deliver thy soul from deceitful tongues and from 
the mouth of those that lie. So execute manfully 
Whatever the Holy Snirit instructs thee, because 
through thee I will deliver many souls from the 
jews of Hell, and, by means of My esrace, bring 
them to the Kingdom of Heaven." 

~Legenda, II.v.1l 


"Catherine was a religious penius in a body quite 
overwhelmed by the snirit......... .-e«Bhe essence of 
merely poetical genius is communion with the 
human soul, with mankind. The core of religious 
genius is communion with God, communion with the 
Highest, who is also the Innermost. 

- Johannes Jorgensen 


_ A NODERY PRQDHZT INTSRPRETS CATHERINE OF SIENA 


t...eCatherine's soaring imagination lifted her 

above the circle of purely personal interests, and 
made her a force of which history is cognisant in 

the public affairs of her day, She is one of a very 
small number of women who have exerted the influence 
of a statesman by virtue, not of feminine attractions, 
but of conviction and intellectual power...... 


"Psychologically, as in point of time, St. Catherine 
stands between St. Francis and St. Teresa. Her 
writings are of the middle ages, not of the renascence, 
but they express the twilight of the mediaeval day. 
They reveal the struggles and the spiritual achieve— 
ment of a woman who loved in the last age of an un- 
divided Christendom, and whose whole life was absorb— 
ed in the scecial problems of her time, These nrob- 
lems, however, are in the deenest sense perpetual, 

and her sttitvde toward them is suggestive still,.." 


"There is a noble idealism that brea'zs in fine im 
patience with tradition, and audaciously seeks new 
symbols wherein to suggest for a season thé eternal 
and imageless truth, But perhaps yet nobler in the 
sight of God -- surely mofe conformed to His methods 
in nature and history -- is that other idealism which 
peabiently bows to the yoke of the actual, and endures 
the agony of keeping true at once to the heavenly 
vision and to the imperfect earthly form. Tconoclastic 
zeal against outworn or corrupt institutions fires 
our facile enthusiasm, Let us recognize also the 
spiritual passion thet suffers unflinchingly the dis— 
parity between the sign and the thing sienified, and 
devotes its energies, not to discarding, but to re- 
storing and nurifying thet sign. Such passion was 
CoLiOtInG US asc i. cesminse 5 «66 


",....The vision of human fellowship in the Name of 
Christ, for which Catherine lived and died, remains 
the one hope for the healing of the nations." 

~ Vida D, Scudder 


The 14th Century, through Catherine of 
Siena, speaks to the 20th Century. 


"Whether he be in the cloigter or in the world, man 


must enter the cell of sel~knowledge and abide there,” 


".,.Self-love so narrows the heart that it leaves no 
room for you or your neighbour; but divine charity 
enlarges it, receiving into itself friends and ene- 
mies and every rational creature, beceuse it is 
clothed with the love of Christ and therefore follows 
Him, Miserable self-love abendons justice and 
commits injustice, and hes a servile fear which does 
not let it do justly what it should, either because 
of flatteries or for fear of losing its state. This 
is thet ververse servitude and fear that led Pilate 
to slay Christ..." 


Ws ..ewe can effect no work of prace in ovrselves, 
nor for our neighbour, without chetit-; cherity is 
that sweet and holy bond which binds the soul with 
ner Creator; it bound God in man and man in God, 
This inestimable charity kept Ged and Man fastened 
and nailed upon the wood of the most holy Cross." 


",.since the supreme act of Divine Love is seen in 
the Sacrtfice of Calvary, and again in the mystical 
outpouring of Pentecost, Love's symbols for 
Catherine are blood and fire,...* 


"Thanks be to Thee, eternal Bridegroom, who every 
day dost newly grant such gifts and such graces to 
me, wretched woman, and Thy unworthy servant," 


Life, at its best, is but a flower that the 
Supreme Judge will pluck, when it pleases Him, with 
the hand of death," 


- Gardner, Edmund G, 


Saint Catherine of Siena 


‘James Benincasa and his wife, Lapa Placenti, were 
humble dyers, who enjoyed a comfortable income as 
the result of their labors. Their workshop was 
lecated at the bottom of one of those narrow streets 
whose steepness gives to Siena such a picturesque 
appearance. Above, on the crest of the three hills 
were the palaces, churches, and monuments: on the 
slopes and at their base were the houses of the 
common people. Above this narrow street, to the 
right and left, two silhouettes stand out against 
the blue sky: the Duomo, or Cathedral, glisteningly 
white and, in contrast, the Chruch of St. Dominic, 

@ sombre nile resembling a fortress. Eere on March 
24, 1347, was born in the Senincasa household, close 
to the waters of Fontebrands, 9 daughter who was to 
become the glory of her native city and the bulwark 
of the Church, She was given the name Catherine. 
The first beatings of her heart, like the first words 
of her lips, were for God. She belonged to Him, and 
he surrounded her cradle, like a mother, with every 
divine tenderness. . +>..." 


She was fifteen. A mysterious attraction forced 
Catherine towards the Order of St. Dominic. Vigorous 
in temmerament, energetic of will, active in labor, 
she loved the ardour of the anestolic life as found 
in the Order of Preachers, She used to say thet she 
wished she were a man so thet she could become a 
Dhedckete:. «ese “9 0, Aa Mortier, On PB. 


This year, 1947, marks the six hundredth anniversary 
of the birth of the noted saint who was an enigma to 
her day and to this day and gendration. "Catherine 
living constantly in ecstasy or como, or else nurs— 
ing the sick, the lepers; Catherine giving orders to 
popes and kings; moving republics, absolving and con- 
demning the mighty of the earth, living without 

food and drink, at once consumed and nourished by 
mystical love...Like Francis of Asissi, Catherine 
was @ wandering minstrel of God: she was, like hin, 
2 nost, but had a deeper, less naive spirit." 


